
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 10
We now begin to learn about life in the “new world” that is post-flood earth.  Noah has died, and the families of his three 
sons will literally repopulate the earth.  Their children and their travels will draw the national and cultural lines that 
make up what we know of world history.  We will read what is typically thought of as the “boring” parts of the bible - a 
genealogy - but the names and places of this chapter will shape the world.

Here’s a helpful note from the ESV Study Bible about the format of this chapter: This entire passage sets out, largely in the 
form of lists, how the descendants of Noah's three sons populate different regions of the earth. Additional details of special 
interest are occasionally added. This genealogical-geographical passage is describing a process that covered a long time, as 
family clans migrated to particular regions (see map). The ancestor after whom the clan or tribe is named may not have lived 
in the region that later bears his name. Each of the three main parts of this section concludes with a reference to clans, 
languages, and nations” (ESV Study Bible, Genesis 10:1-32)

Genesis 10:1-5 - Japheth’s Line

There isn’t much we learn about Japheth’s line other than his sons and the fact that they settled along the 
“coastlands”.

Genesis 10:5 (NLT) - Their descendants became the seafaring peoples that spread out to various lands, each 
identified by its own language, clan, and national identity.

Perhaps you recognize a few of the names listed in this first section (and the rest of the chapter for that matter).

Magog (v. 2) - mentioned later in Scripture as a final nation Satan will use to attack God’s people (Ezekiel 38, 39, 
Revelation 20:8)

Tarshish (v. 4) - the Medeterianian port city that Jonah fled to when he ran from the LORD rather than preaching at 
Ninevah.

Kittim (v. 4)- later used in scripture of the island of Cyprus and in general for lands far west of Israel.

(see map on final Page)

Genesis 10:6-14 - Ham’s Line

As we read these verses, it’s important for us to remember the events of Genesis 9.  Ham “saw his father(Noah)’s 
nakedness” (9:22) and as a result was cursed by Noah - more specifically his son Canaan was cursed (v. 25).  Noah 
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also prophetically pronounced that Ham’s descendants would be the servants of Shem and Japheth’s descendants.  
Verses 6-14 introduce us to Ham’s sons, and specifically Canaan.

ESV Study Bible: “Ham's descendants receive considerably more attention than those of Japheth and Shem. 
Among them figure many of Israel's enemies, such as the Egyptians, Babylonians, Philistines, and various 
Canaanite groups. Ham's immediate sons are Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan (v. 6).”

We will learn much about the land and people of Canaan in Genesis (as well as Exodus-Judges) but these scriptures 
actually highlight another one of Ham’s sons that will be significant foe for God’s and his people.

v. 8-12 - Nimrod - Nimrod is called “a mighty one”, a “mighty hunter before the LORD” and is the first leader of 
what is the first kingdom on the earth - Babel, which will later become Babylon (which we will learn more about in 
Genesis 11).  Nimrod founded/build a number of very significant cities in the region of Shinar (Babylon & Assyria).  
It is from this area that the great empires of human civilization will grow.  The first of these being the empire of 
Assyria (capital Nineveh) followed by Babylon itself.

These empires will not only consistently be at odds with God’s people - but they are representative of the “system 
of this world” which is at odds with God’s rule and domain.  Though Nimrod is called “a mighty hunter before the 
LORD” the founding of his own kingdom domain is not aligned with God’s plan and purposes on the earth.  God was to 
be king over the earth, not a nimrod like Cush’s son, no matter how mighty he may have been.

Genesis 10 doesn’t give us a lot of commentary about this moment, but as the Scriptures unfold, one can see how 
this moment shaped the future.

v. 14 - this section ends with a mention of Casluhim, an unknown figure to us today, but whose descendants will be 
well known - the Philistines.

Genesis 10:15-20 - Ham’s Son, Canaan’s Line

(Remember again what we learned about Ham and Canaan from Genesis 9.)  Some of these names (especially v. 1-17) 
will likely be familiar as they are included later as the famous “-ites” that the children of Israel will encounter.

Genesis 10:21-32 - Shem’s Line

Shem is Noah’s oldest son and it is through his line that Abraham and the nation of Israel will eventually trace 
their lineage (we’ll learn that in Genesis 11 & 12).

Shem has 5 sons (Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud and Aram) who have more sons - but before even Shem’s sons are 
listed, his great-grandson is mentioned - Eber.  Shem, the son of Noah is identified as “the father of the children of 
Eber”.  Why is this mentioned?

This special focus is likely because it is through Shem’s line, and more specifically through his great grandson 
Eber’s family that God is going to weave his redemption story.  Eber is the Hebrew word “eber” which is where we get 
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the Hebrew word “ibri” from.  The word “ibri” is what is translated into English as “Hebrew”.  The Hebrew people - 
the descendants of Eber - will be the special people God chooses to bless and work through and with on the earth!  

Genesis 11 will elaborate further on the line of Eber.  Eber will father Peleg who will father Reu who will father 
Serug who will be the father of Nahor who will be the father of Terah who will be the father of Abram (Genesis 
11:16-26).

All of this begins way back in the geneology in Genesis 10!

One final point on this section.  Verse 25 mentions that one of Eber’s sons, Peleg, was alive in the “days the earth 
was divided.”  This likely points us to what we will read next in Genesis 11.  Though we don’t know much about the 
spirit and purposes of humanity on the earth during these years after the flood - we will soon see into their hearts 
and intentions.  Something big is about to happen that will change things on the earth yet again.  We know there 
isn’t a flood on the horizon but a division will occur to thwart humanity’s plans as they once again turn away 
from God.
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Many of the people groups mentioned in Genesis 10 can be identified with relative certainty. In general, the descendants of Ham 
settled in North Africa and the eastern Mediterranean coast, the descendants of Shem in Mesopotamia and Arabia, and the 
descendants of Japheth in Europe and the greater area of Asia Minor.
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